Introduction
This article is being published as a part of the commemorative events of the fiftieth anniversary of the American Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians (AAVLD), publisher of the Journal of Veterinary Diagnostic Investigation (JVDI ). Through the years, Dr. Larry Morehouse has graciously provided a history of the first 25 years of the AAVLD for our newsletter. At the Fiftieth Annual Meeting of the AAVLD in Reno, Nevada, three excellent presentations of the history of the AAVLD were given by Drs. Larry G. Morehouse, Robert Crandell, . This review article is a historical account of the first 26 years of AAVLD compiled by Dr. Morehouse with, as he acknowledges, the help of many other individuals.
The need
The rapidly increasing demand for veterinary diagnostic laboratory services that evolved in the immediate post-World War II era and into the 1950s was to influence markedly the manner in which these services were delivered. Service efforts at that time were often fragmented as different regulatory, research, and service laboratories covered whichever dimension of the problem of animal disease diagnosis or monitoring they felt capable of performing or had responsibility for addressing. By the early 1950s, the need for uniform methods and means of arriving at an accurate diagnosis and for standardization of diagnostic methods became increasingly apparent. Standards for equipment, facilities, and training in diagnostic laboratory medicine were lacking. A rapidly changing livestock and poultry industry and technological advances of the time (e.g., fluorescent antibody procedures, cell culture techniques, advances in analytical chemistry methodology, and electron microscopy), were instrumental in emphasizing these needs. It was from this background that the idea of an organization of veterinary laboratory diagnosticians was born.
By the summer of 1957, enough interest had been generated in a veterinary diagnosticians group to result in a meeting held at the Cleveland Hotel in Cleveland, Ohio, on August 18th, 1957, in conjunction with the Annual Meeting of the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA). Thirtytwo persons representing 20 states, Canada, and the Animal Disease Eradication Division of the USDA were present at the meeting (see Table 1 ). Drs. Paul C. Bennett and William L. Sippel were elected Chairman and Secretary, respectively. Every individual present expressed the opinion that much closer organization and cooperation between laboratories offering diagnostic services throughout the country was needed.
The plan
At the Cleveland Hotel meeting, there was considerable discussion regarding the primary objectives of a veterinary diagnosticians organization and the methods by which those objectives could be carried out. That discussion led to the appointment of a committee to study suggestions, collect additional information, and make definite recommendations to the group. J Vet Diagn Invest 20:127-135 (2008) 1. Exchange of information on diagnostic techniques used by different laboratories. 2. Development of uniform methods and means of arriving at an accurate diagnosis. 3. Standardization of diagnostic methods, with allowance for differentiation between a ''practical'' or tentative diagnosis and an accurate, fully proven diagnosis. 4. Exchange of information on administrative problems and the solutions used by different laboratories. 5. Collection and distribution of information from each laboratory regarding their stronger, or special, facilities and experiences in the diagnosis of certain diseases. 6. Establishment of standards for facilities and equipment that would be considered adequate for satisfactory operation of diagnostic service laboratories. 7. Establishment of standards of education and training qualifications for laboratory personnel.
At this point, a great deal of thought was centered on the methods by which the organization was to accomplish these objectives. The following possibilities were discussed:
1. Organize regionally for the purpose of holding meetings of small groups interested in regional problems. Such meetings would be held as desirable without the added expense and time involved by limiting meetings to a national scale. Reports of regional meetings could be forwarded to the national organization for general distribution. National-scale meetings could serve as supplements to regional meetings by limiting their programs to items of more general interest. 2. Organize nationally once or twice annually at the time of the annual meeting of the AVMA and/or the U.S. Livestock Sanitary Association (USLSA; now the U.S. Animal Health Association [USAHA]). 3. Secure opinions of specialists on the accuracy and suitability of diagnostic techniques and methods to be recommended for general adoption.
This original committee had the responsibility of gaining consensus on these issues in the three-month period before the Sixty-First Annual Meeting of the USLSA held in St. Louis, Missouri, on November 13-15, 1957. They accomplished this task through the use of a questionnaire mailed to those thirty individuals who attended the first organizational meeting and to twenty-nine other parties that had shown interest in this new organization of laboratory veterinarians.
The assistance and interest of Dr. J. E. Williams (Laboratory Services, ADED, ARS, Washington, DC) should be acknowledged at this point. His efforts were instrumental in assisting this embryonic organization, which had neither the funds nor the facilities for arranging the printing and distribution of some of its original materials. Dr. Williams' assistance was vital to the success of the first meeting of the organization, named the Conference of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians (CVLD; after ruling out Conference of Animal Disease Diagnosticians and Conference of Diagnostic Laboratory Veterinarians). The name was chosen with the express purpose of not excluding individuals who did not hold veterinary degrees, but who worked as veterinary laboratory diagnosticians. A great deal of discussion in that August meeting centered on whether to affiliate with the AVMA or the USLSA. This same discussion surfaced again in the early 1980s. USLSA was chosen to allow for more diverse membership interests. Added to this was the fact that a number of the laboratories we were to represent were associated with the offices of State Veterinarians, so the convenience of handling travel arrangements and the existence of mutual interests indicated that the organization should affiliate with the USLSA.
Fourteen individuals attended the second organizational meeting of the CVLD in St. Louis, Missouri, in the fall of 1957 (see Table 2 ). Dr. R. A. Hendershott, then Secretary-Treasurer of USLSA, extended an official invitation not only to meet with USLSA but to use the USLSA Proceedings as an official journal for publication of proceedings from the CVLD meeting.
Meeting rooms for the CVLD were provided by USLSA at no cost to the new organization, but the question of funds for stamps and stationery to carry on the business of the group was raised. According to Professor Harold Breen of Colorado State University, Dr. R. A. Hendershott pulled his cap from his pocket, placed a dollar in it, and passed it around the table to establish the original ''treasury'' of the fledgling organization. A total of fourteen dollars was collected, and the CVLD now had operational funds. The treasurer's report at the first meeting in 1958 showed receipts of $16.05, with disbursements of $15.66 and a balance of 39 cents! It was suggested at that point to charge a registration fee at the annual meetings to take care of operational costs, rather than charging dues. Another important part of that meeting was the formation of regional conferences of veterinary laboratory diagnosticians.
As a curriculum vitae represents the academic or professional life of an individual scientist, so the annual Proceedings and other written communications of a scientific organization reflect the contributions of its members and the society it serves. Throughout the Association's 50 year history, its Proceedings, newsletters, and, most recently, the JVDI have brought the membership of AAVLD the most current information on a vast array of disease conditions (from poultry and companion animals to wildlife and zoo animals) and laboratory diagnosis. Specific topics of interest from previous annual meetings are listed in the next section to reflect the progression of the organization toward the fulfillment of its original goals. They are listed by meeting in the hope that readers will refer to a given year's Proceedings or newsletters should their interest be so stimulated.
Getting down to business
The First Annual Meeting of the CVLD was held on November 4, 1958, in Miami Beach, Florida. Paul C. Bennett of the Iowa State University Diagnostic Laboratory presided as President, and William L. Sippel of the Kissimmee Laboratory in Florida was the Secretary. The nine papers that were presented addressed problems of laboratory forms and reports to veterinarians and owners, anaerobic bacteriological techniques, parasitological diagnosis in the diagnostic laboratory, a serologic service for dogs, techniques for evaluating poultry vaccines, and a report on hepatopathies in chickens. From the outset, the objectives of exchanging information on diagnostic techniques, exchanging information on operational problems of diagnostic laboratories, and the earliest efforts to develop uniform diagnostic techniques among member laboratories were being met.
At the Second Annual Meeting in San Francisco, California, in 1959, Dr. William L. Sippel served as President, and Dr. E. P. Pope had accepted the position of Secretary. Dr. Pope's appointment would prove to be the longest tenure of any AAVLD officer. He served with distinction as the Secretary-Treasurer of the organization from 1959 until 1972. Following his death in 1973, the E. P. Pope Award was established by the Association in his memory to recognize individuals who have made noteworthy contributions to the organization, and who have encouraged implementation and recognition of the specialty of veterinary diagnostic laboratory medicine.
The program of the second meeting followed closely the original objectives set forth by the organization and included papers on rabies diagnosis, laboratory confirmation of bovine tuberculosis, differential diagnosis of swine diseases, tissue culture methods as a diagnostic tool, toxicologic techniques for diagnostic laboratories, and papers on the diagnosis of listeriosis, anthrax, leptospirosis, and anaerobic bacterial diseases. A paper on ornithosis was given by a distinguished guest, Dr. Karl Meyer of the James Williams Hooper Foundation of the Medical School at the University of California, San Francisco.
The Third Annual Meeting was held in Charleston, West Virginia, in 1960 and was devoted to standard nomenclature for animal diseases, differential diagnosis of ovine, bovine, and porcine abortions, and emphasis on rapidly emerging diagnostic techniques for diagnostic virology in laboratories (e.g., fluores- In 1961 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, the Fourth Annual Meeting, chaired by J. W. Newberne, President, featured a Salmonella symposium to address the problem of Salmonella organisms in human and animal food products and the methods for Salmonella detection in the laboratory. With the nation in the midst of a hog cholera eradication campaign, the scientific program highlighted papers on laboratory diagnosis of hog cholera, as well as papers on bovine viral diseases, canine and wildlife diseases, and a report on the new National Animal Disease Laboratory being opened in Ames, Iowa.
The Fifth Annual Meeting of the CVLD, held in Washington, DC, in 1962, with Dr. Howard W. Dunne as President, featured diagnosis of mycoses and highlighted the new fluorescent antibody techniques for diagnosis of fungal diseases. The mycotoxicoses were introduced as an emerging animal and human health problem. New diagnostic tests for hog cholera were described, which were to prove instrumental in the eradication of that disease in the coming decade. Methods for the diagnosis and control of equine piroplasmosis, a ''new exotic disease'' to the United States, were presented, and personnel classifications and appropriate qualifications for veterinary medical diagnostic laboratories were introduced. This presentation was the first of its kind to speak to the establishment of standards for facilities and equipment for diagnostic service laboratories. It would be the forerunner of several committees that would set the standards for the laboratory accreditation program of the AAVLD.
The first official memorandum of agreement
The Sixth Annual Meeting of the CVLD convened in Albuquerque, New Mexico, in 1963, with Dr. H. Goldstein as President. The standardization of techniques for the diagnosis of anaplasmosis, scrapie, and the new fluorescent antibody techniques for diagnosis of hog cholera were introduced at this meeting. The first formal Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the affiliation of the new CVLD with the USLSA had been formulated during the year. This memorandum established the CVLD, extended the official invitation to meet with USLSA, and directed the use of the Proceedings of the USLSA as an official journal for publication of CVLD proceedings. This memorandum established our joint registration arrangements, which are carried on to this day, as well as agreements for sharing meeting facilities.
Dr. Leon Turner served as President during 1964 when the Seventh Annual Meeting was held in Memphis, Tennessee. In addition to an excellent scientific program, the first official recommendations for veterinary diagnostic laboratory personnel and their qualifications were established and published, adding further support to the original objectives of the organization for defining educational and training qualifications for laboratory personnel. The role of the Association in the documentation and publication of standard methods for laboratory diagnosis of a number of diseases was rapidly emerging at this time. A collection of such documents was made available to the membership, which included recommended procedures for the diagnosis of anaerobic bacterial diseases and anthrax, a standard method for animal inoculation for detection of hog cholera virus, the diagnosis of scrapie, and recommended procedures for the isolation of Salmonella organisms. This was no small accomplishment for an organization that still had no membership fee. It is interesting to note that joint registration that year for USAHA-CVLD was $10.00, and the USAHA annual membership fee was $5.00. The list of AAVLD's publications on standard laboratory procedures would continue to grow over the years.
Dr. J. G. Miller served as President of the CVLD during 1965 and the Eighth Annual Meeting was held in East Lansing, Michigan. Increased emphasis on toxicology problems reflected the emerging role of chemistry and toxicology sections of diagnostic laboratories. New tissue culture and fluorescent antibody techniques in diagnostic virology laboratories and further definitions of diagnostic laboratory personnel qualifications and budgets were also discussed. There was a major focus on overall requirements and trends in veterinary laboratory diagnostics, with papers and discussions led by Drs. K. D. Weide, Donald E. Lundholm, William L. Sippel, H. L. Chute, G. H. Geyer, C. D. Van Houweling, and E. P. Pope.
Dr. Frank Mitchell was President at the time of the Ninth Annual Meeting in Buffalo, New York, in 1966, which, in addition to the scientific session, included a report on budgets in diagnostic laboratories in the United States, a report on standards for facilities in diagnostic laboratories, and the first formal report on data retrieval systems for diagnostic laboratories and use of the computer. These activities would lay the groundwork for later committees on animal disease reporting, diagnostic informatics, and the DX monitoring report.
A constitution, accreditation, and a new name
The Tenth Annual Meeting of the CVLD, held in Phoenix, AZ in 1967, was chaired by President Donald E. Lundholm. In addition to a growing scientific program, this meeting was highlighted by the first published constitution and by-laws of the organization setting forth policies and instructions for the election of officers and an executive advisory council. This was the forerunner of the CVLD Board of Governors. It was in this meeting that the CVLD went on record for having developed the first complete report and recommendations on the establishment of minimum standards for veterinary diagnostic laboratories, which was completed and published by a panel chaired by Dr. William L. Sippel. This report was an outgrowth of work done by earlier committees on laboratory facilities, equipment, personnel, and budgets, and established the forerunner of the official laboratory accreditation questionnaire, which was used until 1988. Standard laboratory procedure recommendations published that year included procedures for the isolation of Salmonella from animal feeds and meat by-products, the histopathologic diagnosis of tuberculosis, and the isolation and typing of mycobacteria.
The Eleventh Annual Meeting of the CVLD in 1968 was held in New Orleans, Louisiana, and chaired by President Vaughn A. Seaton. The first Constitution and By-Laws under the new name, American Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians (AAVLD), was published. ''Recommended Minimum Standards for Detecting Hog Cholera Viral Antigen'' was added to the growing list of published standards established by this body. Increased emphasis on recordkeeping systems was apparent during this period, and an early interest and concern for global diagnostic medicine was exemplified in a resolution to the World Veterinary Association requesting representation of AAVLD at the World Veterinary Association meeting to be held in Mexico City in 1971.
The Twelfth Annual Meeting of the AAVLD, held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1969 marked the first meeting of the organization under its new title. Dr. David M. Bedell was the AAVLD President that year. This meeting saw the establishment of a new administrative structure for AAVLD. The new by-laws defined the Executive Committee as the Chairman, Chairman-Elect, and Secretary-Treasurer, and also established the Executive Board as currently constituted as the legislative body of the Association, consisting of a delegate from each state. The Proceedings that year was highlighted by a comprehensive review on the undergraduate, graduate, and continuing education needs of diagnostic veterinary medicine and the role of the laboratories in teaching programs. The reader is referred to this particular Proceedings for an excellent discussion of these topics by Drs. Clarkson, H. L. Chute, McEntee, Guy E. Morse, Mulhern, Vaughn A. Seaton, and Willis E. Lyle. Many of the points made in these papers are as applicable today as they were then. The meeting in 1969 also saw the organization of the AAVLD accreditation program and implementation of its activities through the laboratory accreditation committee. Three laboratories were fully accredited and three provisionally accredited in its initial year of operation.
The Thirteenth Annual meeting was held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1970, with Dr. Willis E. Lyle serving as President. The years from 1967 through 1970 saw a marked increase in the development of the committee structure, a trend that would continue to the present. By 1970, 15 committees were in place, and the continuing emphasis on developing standardized diagnostic techniques was reflected in the committees on hog cholera standard techniques, diagnosis of salmonellosis and equine infectious anemia, and standard techniques for diagnosing bovine respiratory diseases. A new MOA with USAHA was approved, updating the original one of 1963. Its principle changes were to increase our share of the registration from $200 to $600 and to allow a designated member of each organization to attend executive committee meetings of the other organization as a nonvoting liaison.
In 1971, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, hosted the Fourteenth Annual Meeting, with Dr. H. L. Chute presiding as President. By this year, the protocols for the complement fixation tests for equine piroplasmosis, the recommended standard laboratory techniques for diagnosing infectious bovine rhinotracheitis, bovine virus diarrhea, and shipping fever, and the protocol for the immunodiffusion (Coggin's) test for equine infectious anemia were approved and published in the Proceedings. A recommended fluorescent antibody technique for a wide range of viral diseases and an update on surveys of fee systems in veterinary medical diagnostic laboratories was also published. The first session devoted solely to veterinary diagnostic laboratory management was held at this meeting. Continued interest in international diagnostic laboratory medicine was fostered as an international symposium committee was named to study feasibility of a World Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians.
The Fifteenth Annual Meeting was held in Miami, Florida, in 1972, with Dr. N. W. Rokey serving as President. The meeting had grown to 31 scientific papers, with a separate section on toxicology. This meeting again continued to reflect AAVLD's interest in international diagnostic laboratory relationships with a report on the national network of diagnostic laboratories in the Republic of Mexico. It should also be noted that the first international members of our Executive Board were approved at this meeting: Drs. J. F. Frank of Canada and Jara Guillen of Mexico. Plans were initiated to form a new Board of Governors, named by regions of the country. The entire state delegate representation would become an Executive Board.
The Sixteenth Annual Meeting was held in St. Louis, Missouri, in 1973 with Dr. K. K. Keahey as President. Included in this Proceedings was an updated Constitution and By-Laws officially changing the title of our officers from Chairman and Chairman-Elect to President and President-Elect. In addition to 27 scientific papers at that meeting, the Association continued its efforts to standardize diagnostic procedures with the publication of ''Recommended Uniform Diagnostic Procedures for Qualifying Bulls for the Production of Semen.'' Business items of interest included the change of our MOA with USAHA. This new agreement refunded 125 registrations from our annual meeting, announced the decision to publish our own Proceedings, and gave full voting privileges on the USAHA Executive Committee to the AAVLD liaison. In 1973, the Association mourned the loss of one of its founders, Dr. E. P. Pope, who was noted not only for his enthusiastic support of the Association but also for serving longer than any other member as an elected official.
The Seventeenth Annual Meeting, with Dr. D. E. Cooperrider as President, met in Roanoke, Virginia, in 1974. Another large scientific program was scheduled with the presentation of 37 papers. Included in those papers was a report on diagnosis of pseudorabies, an emerging disease in Iowa swine. AAVLD continued publication of diagnostic procedures with ''Standard Procedures for HA and HI Tests for Newcastle Disease Virus'' and the new monograph ''Laboratory Diagnosis of Bovine Abortion,'' which was to become one of the ''best sellers'' of the procedural manuals developed by the AAVLD. A report on biological security in veterinary medical diagnostic laboratories was also part of this meeting. Another milestone was the separate publishing of the Proceedings for the first time.
The Eighteenth Annual Meeting was held in Portland, Oregon, in 1975, with Dr. E. A. Carbrey presiding as President. The meeting had grown to some 40 scientific presentations. Included in the Proceedings was an updated AAVLD-approved protocol for the immunodiffusion (Coggin's) test for EIA and another biological safety report for veterinary medical diagnostic laboratories. The number of laboratories accredited by AAVLD had grown to 17 by the summer of 1975. Efforts to organize an international symposium for diagnosticians were bearing fruit as Dr. Vaughn A. Seaton announced that Mexico would host the first one in 1977. The Proceedings in 1975 was dedicated to Dr. William L. Sippel, the recipient of the first E. P. Pope Memorial Award.
In 1976, the Nineteenth Annual Meeting was held in Miami, Florida, with Dr. Harry D. Anthony presiding as President. The Proceedings of that meeting were dedicated to Dr. Larry G. Morehouse, recipient of the second E. P. Pope Memorial Award. In addition to 38 scientific presentations, a major work was to emerge that year from an AAVLD committee entitled ''Laboratory Diagnosis of Mycoplasmosis in Food Animals.'' This work was in demand by diagnosticians throughout the country and abroad.
In 1977, the AAVLD held its Twentieth Annual Meeting in Minneapolis, Minnesota, with Dr. Mahlon W. Vorhies (see Fig. 4 ) as President. The Proceedings were dedicated to Dr. Willis E. Lyle, who was recognized as the third E. P. Pope Memorial Award recipient. An updated Constitution and By-Laws was included in those Proceedings. This document expanded AAVLD's stated purpose to include its increased responsibility as consultant to the USAHA on uniform diagnostic criteria in regulatory animal disease programs, defined more clearly procedures for election to the new Board of Governors, established procedures for election of a Vice President of the Association, and enlarged responsibilities of the Secretary to include the position of editor of the AAVLD meeting Proceedings. In addition to an excellent scientific program, the emergence of pseudorabies as a major threat to the U.S. swine industry was reflected in numerous papers, and the AAVLD's ''Recommended Minimum Standards for Diagnostic Tests Employed in the Diagnosis of Pseudorabies'' became part of the Proceedings.
In 1978 regarding bluetongue testing were reflected in these Proceedings, along with a wide range of topics in more than 40 scientific presentations. A new ''Protocol for the Immunodiffusion Test for Bluetongue'' and an updated ''Protocol for EIA'' were approved and published by AAVLD. Contagious equine metritis had been diagnosed in Missouri for the second time in the Western hemisphere (outside the state of Kentucky), and papers concerning its diagnosis also appeared in the Proceedings.
Dr. G. H. Nelson was serving as our President when the Twenty-Third Annual Meeting convened in Louisville, Kentucky, in 1980. The Proceedings were dedicated to Dr. Vaughn A. Seaton. Renewed emphasis on the importance of toxicology/chemistry efforts in diagnostic laboratories was reflected in the first Symposium on Current Problems in Analytical Toxicology, which was held at that meeting and incorporated into the Proceedings. Another uniform procedural monograph was added to recommended AAVLD procedures with the publication of the ''Protocol for the Immunodiffusion Test for Bovine Leukemia Virus. '' In 1981, Dr. E. J. Bicknell was President at the convening of the Twenty-Fourth Annual Meeting held in St. Louis, Missouri. The Proceedings of that meeting was dedicated to Dr. Martin Bergeland (see Fig. 4 ). In addition to its scientific presentations, the broadening scope of the responsibilities of AAVLD was reflected in the work of 23 different committees. AAVLD's continued role in the development of uniform diagnostic procedures (and the implementation of new procedures) was echoed in committees on bluetongue diagnosis, diagnostic procedures publications, fetal-placental disease, interpretative serology, microbiologic evaluation of semen, mycoplasmosis, swine dysentery, veterinary analytical toxicology, bovine leukemia, mycotoxins, anaerobic techniques, swine dysentery, and interpretative serology.
Dr. Everett Bryant was President when the Silver Anniversary Meeting was convened in Nashville, Tennessee, in 1982. Dr. E. A. Carbrey was honored with the seventh E. P. Pope Award. A scientific program of 41 papers with an evening session on veterinary analytical toxicology and an extra half-day seminar on ''The Laboratory Diagnostician and Litigation'' was offered. Pressure to ''sectionize'' our sessions increased as more scientific disciplines in our laboratories and in our association were organizing programs of their own specialties. Having been accustomed to one all-inclusive general session, this was a need that had to be addressed not only because of the growth of the Association but also because of the increased sophistication of laboratory technology.
The Twenty-Sixth Annual Meeting was convened in Las Vegas, Nevada, in 1983, with Dr. Anthony Gallina serving as President (see Fig. 4 ). The Proceedings were dedicated to Dr. Harry D. Anthony, who was the eighth E. P. Pope Award recipient. In addition to more than 40 scientific presentations, an additional session was held on ''Medical-Legal Aspects of Veterinary Medicine.'' Other discussions at this meeting addressed increasing concern as to whether our Proceedings could be counted as a ''refereed journal.'' In many universities, the Proceedings could not count in tenure evaluations, thus seriously compromising professionals working in an academic setting. This was also of some concern for those working in governmental laboratories. (This ongoing discussion culminated in the development of our own refereed journal some five years later.) The possibility of opening the meeting to scientific exhibitors was also discussed for the first time. Dues at this meeting were raised from $10.00 to $20.00 per year, effective January 1984. Problems arising from the growth of both AAVLD and USAHA in a shared meeting became more acute in the early 80s due principally to scheduling conflicts, availability of meeting rooms, and interpretation of registration counts. The schedule was somewhat alleviated at the 1983 meeting with the agreement that USAHA would move their committee meetings to Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, and AAVLD would cut the length of their papers to 15 minutes, allowing a Tuesday noon adjournment. The USAHA would extend their meeting through Friday to alleviate the congestion earlier in the week. It would soon become apparent that many more compromises on the part of both organizations would be needed in the future to solve this problem.
The work continues
From the time of the original 1957 meeting, there was little question that this organization was to fulfill its stated purpose of ''dissemination of information relating to the diagnosis of animal diseases, coordination of the diagnostic activities of regulatory, research, and service laboratories, establishment of uniform diagnostic techniques, establishment of guidelines for the improvement of diagnostic laboratories relative to personnel qualifications and facilities, and acting in a consultant capacity to USLSA [now the USAHA] and the U.S. Department of Agriculture.'' Uniform diagnostic criteria involved in regulatory animal disease programs were a primary focus of AAVLD's consultant role, and that focus continues to this day. Objectives 1, 2, and 3 as set forth in the original planning meeting in the summer of 1957 regarding the exchange of information on diagnostic techniques, development of uniform methods, and standardization of diagnostic methods remain as vital now as they were then.
Concluding statement
Most of us probably have our opinions of what has contributed most to the success of AAVLD throughout the years. My own opinion is that the willingness of its members to contribute untold hours of effort to AAVLD's many committees and offices, at times with commitment of their own personal resources, has been an overriding factor in our success.
I hope this look back at AAVLD's history will be a reason to reminisce for our older members who will surely note many oversights and perhaps even errors in its preparation (they have been very forgiving over the years, and perhaps will be again). For our younger members, perhaps it will give them an appreciation of the efforts of their predecessors in developing an association that has not only furthered and nurtured careers but also provided some of the most enduring friendships of those careers. Some may feel dwelling on the past to be an idle exercise, but I side with people who feel it is hard to plan ahead wisely unless you know what has gone before. For me, this mindset was best exemplified by novelist William Faulkner, who wrote, ''The past is never dead-it's not even past,'' 1 or by Ken Burns of the current generation of great Civil War historians, who questioned, ''How can you possibly know where you're going if you don't know where you've been?'' 2 If this review can remind us to look back and avoid re-inventing the occasional wheel, or guide us in our future planning, it will have been a worthwhile exercise.
